Recycling Plastic Fact Sheet
Which Plastics do we recycle in the Cairns Region?

Identifying Plastics

To help identify plastics, manufactures stamp a Plastics Identification Code on the Plastic Products.

This code is a number inside a triangle made up of recycling arrows. The triangle with the number in it will help you to identify which plastics are recyclable in the Cairns Region. The triangle (or the identification code) is normally placed underneath or on the side of the plastic container.
[image: image1.emf]PET Polyethylene Terephthalate

BEING: Soft drink bottles, water bottles, mouthwash bottles, peanut butter containers, salad dressing containers, juice bottles, vegetable oil bottles.

Recycled into: Fibre tote bags, New PETE containers for food and non food products, fabric for clothing, athletic shoes, luggage upholstery, furniture, carpet, fibrefill for sleeping bags and winter coats, industrial strapping, sheet and film and automotive parts that include luggage racks, headliners, fuse boxes, bumpers, grills, and door panels.
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BEING: Milk containers, juice bottles, water bottles, bleach, detergent and shampoo bottles, motor oil bottles, butter and margarine tubs, household cleaner bottles and yogurt containers.

Recycled into: Drainage pipes, liquid laundry detergent bottles, oil bottles, pens, benches, doghouses, recycling containers, floor tile, picnic tables, fencing, electrical coverings and mailbox posts.
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PVC Plastic Polyvinyl Chloride

BEING: Window cleaner bottles, cooking oil bottles, detergent bottles, shampoo bottles, clear food packaging.

Recycled into: Binders, decking, panelling, mudflaps, roadway gutters, flooring, cables, speed bumps and mats.
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BEING: Squeezable bottles, Clothing, Furniture and carpet

Recycled into: Film and Sheet, Floor tile, Garbage bin liners, shipping envelopes, furniture, compost bins, panelling, waste bins, buckets, landscaping tiles and letter boxes.
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BEING: Yogurt containers, syrup bottles, medicine bottles, ice-cream containers.
Recycled into: Signal lights, battery cables, brooms, brushes and auto batteries.
Plastics not recycled in the Cairns Region
At this stage, plastics coded 6 & 7 are not recycled.

Information provided from the QLD government, National Packaging Covenant and Cairns Water and Waste.
