








Why it is important
Effective planting arrangements provide 

colour to the streetscape, tropical fruits 

to the resident and much valued shade 

to the house and yard. In addition to 

increasing the visual appeal from the 

streetscape, effective landscaping and 

screening can protect the amenity of 

residents from both within and external 

to a site by providing a buffer for noise 

and other activity. Private landscaping 

plays an important role in contemporary 

streetscapes and is useful to delineate 

between public and private spaces. 

The thoughtful positioning of trees and 

shrubs to shade the dwelling from the 

summer sun will reduce the need for

mechanical cooling. Using vegetation 

to shade outdoor rooms is an excellent 

method for creating a tropical refuge 

in the suburbs. Tropical plantings act 

as buffers to adjoining properties and 

between car parking, dwellings and 

recreation areas in complexes. 

Dense, thoughtfully positioned tropical 

foliage also softens the impact of 

large multi-unit developments on the 

streetscape, provides shade to buildings, 

outdoor rooms and recreation areas and 

creates a desirable tropical ambience. 

Existing on-site vegetation can 

add established character to new 

developments and should be retained 

wherever possible. The planting of 

appropriate native species is encouraged 

to provide bird habitat and to assist in 

strengthening local character. 

The location and screening of external 

air-conditioning units is a key element 

to consider in new developments to 

enhance the view of the development 

from the street along with reducing other 

associated impacts such as noise.



How to do it
·  Incorporate a mix of palms, tropical 

shrubs and native trees that provide 

tropical foliage.

·  Retain existing mature vegetation on 

site. These contribute significantly 

to the character of traditional 

streetscapes.

·  Position trees and plants to shade 

verandahs and protect your house 

from the summer sun.

·  Use dense foliage to improve privacy 

between internal units.

·  Use plants that provide colourful 

flowers to create a tropical ambience.

·  Position trees to maintain passive 

surveillance lines to the street.

·  Use plants that don’t require 

frequent watering.

·  Be aware of overhead services when 

planting trees and consider the fully 

grown size of the selected species.

·  Consider native tree species  

where possible.

·  Consider the location of external 

air-conditioning units along with 

screening measures should they 

front the streetscape.







Why it is important
Sustainable design results in a 

comfortable building with reduced 

electricity costs, reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions and environmental impacts 

associated with the production and 

disposal of building materials.

How to do it
Key elements to consider when designing 

a new home, building or renovation 

include the following:

·  Orientation – Orientation should aim 

to exclude the sun year-round and 

maximise exposure to cooling breezes.

·  Glazing and Shading – Consider 

specialised glazing and window 

treatments to control heat loss  

and heat gain (e.g. double glazing, 

louvres etc).



·  Ventilation – Consider cross 

ventilation and the location of external 

openings for intake and exhaust, use 

of windows which are lockable in a 

partly open position, use of convection 

air flows, use of external vegetation 

to cool incoming air and provide 

ventilation to the roof space.

·  Thermal mass and building materials – 

Use materials with high thermal mass 

such as concrete floors, masonry 

walls, stone, ceramic surfaces etc 

to assist with the overall thermal 

efficiency of the building.

·  Insulation – Provide roof and 

ceiling insulation to minimise the 

consumption of energy to reduce 

cooling and heating costs.

·  Landscaping – Landscaping should 

enhance the operation and use of  

the building, while promoting 

biodiversity and providing habitat  

for native species.

·  Outdoor Living – Create liveable 

outdoor rooms that do not rely on 

mechanical cooling by maximising 

cross ventilation and natural breezes.

A sustainable house responds to its climate and 

surrounding environment and uses water, electricity 

and other resources efficiently. 



Walls constructed of 

lightweight, non heat 

absorbing cladding

Strategically positioned 

louvres or vents high  

in the roof allow hot air 

to escape

Wide eaves and roof overhangs protect 

walls from direct sun exposure. Awnings 

can also be employed in situations where 

the roof does not meet its obligations

Raised floor provides for air 

circulation under the house

Windows, doors or vents positioned 

in opposing walls draw air through a 

dwelling and create cross ventilation
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