[image: image1.jpg]Australian Government

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts





C09/9711

	Ms Emma Thirkell

PO Box 952

EDGE HILL  QLD  4870


Dear Ms Thirkell

Thank you for your letter of 21 May 2009 to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, the Hon Peter Garrett AM MP, concerning the Australian Government’s Energy Efficient Homes Package and the use of Reflective Foil Laminate (RFL) materials. I have been asked to reply on his behalf and regret the time this has taken.

The Package formally commences on 1 July 2009 and will operate until 31 December 2011. It aims to drive employment, help the environment and boost the economy. This assistance will also help homeowners and renters to cut their energy waste, make their homes more comfortable and save on their energy bills.
All ceiling insulation materials and technologies are eligible provided that they meet the minimum material and installation requirements in terms of safety, quality and performance as set out in relevant Australian Standards and the Building Code of Australia.

The use of RFL materials at roof level will be allowed under the insulation programs in climate zones 1 (any altitude) and 2 (at altitudes less than 300 metres) provided the minimum Total-R Value of 3.0 is achieved. The use of appropriate RFL materials at the roof line only is recognised as an efficient solution and one which can provide superior levels of comfort in homes in these climate zones.

As you have noted AS/NZS 4200.2:1994 is recognised as the current installation standard for RFLs, with AS/NZS 4200.1:1994 serving as the corresponding materials standard. These two standards are used in conjunction with AS/NZS 4859.1:2002 (‘Materials for the thermal insulation of buildings – Part 1: General criteria and technical provisions’) plus a number of other Australian Standards to prescribe the materials performance and labelling requirements for reflective insulation.

Yours sincerely

Kevin Keeffe

Assistant Secretary

Home Energy Branch


July 2009
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